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ART

6th - 8th Grade Art

The art program at the middle school is designed to give students a wide variety of experience and exposure to the visual arts. A few of the areas that we explore include painting, clay, drawing and collage. Art history is integrated into the program as it relates to specific projects students are currently involved in. In addition to the fine arts, our classes experience lessons in design as it applies to advertising and commercial art. We also utilize the computer in our art program so that students begin to develop a familiarity with the art that can be generated using this machine. By the time students complete their middle school years they will have had a broad exposure and many hands-on experiences with a variety of art media.

Art 8 Honors

The Honors Art 8 program was created for students that have a special ability or interest in art. Students are admitted by tryouts for seventh graders administered in February by recommendation of the seventh grade art teacher. In this class the students have the opportunity to delve into the areas of art that are of specific interest to the individual student. Acrylic painting on canvas, calligraphy, and painting murals are some of the activities that are often chosen.  Individual expression and personal statements through creative art media are encouraged in this class. An atmosphere that fosters opportunity for experimentation and originality defines our 8 Honors art experience.

BAND

Students will be exposed to music of various styles including march, popular, light-classical, Latin, and swing.

The music chosen is appropriate for students of their own grade level (6, 7, or 8).  All materials that are used will assist students in making a successful transition from sixth through eighth grade and will also function as a preparation for students entering the high school band program.  Concert and parade performance is mandatory for all students selecting band; this course also includes one group lesson per week during school with students of similar abilities. Continued improvement on a chosen instrument is mandatory through home practice if the student expects to remain in band. Students who do not meet these minimum requirements can remain in their weekly lesson but will have to choose general music or chorus as their main course of music study.

CHORUS

All students in the choral program meet on alternating days and perform in both the winter and spring concerts. In addition to music for the choral concerts, students sing a wide variety of other songs. Classic songs from American musical theater are an important part of the curriculum. Popular standards and even the most current hits are performed in class almost daily. Within this wide range of music literature, proper singing and breathing techniques are taught. Students are introduced to standard musical terminology and fundamentals of sight-singing through exercises and activities. The emphasis is on participation.

Sixth grade chorus utilizes unison and two-part singing. By the seventh grade, students are expected to perform in two-part harmony. Eighth graders, to accommodate the changing voices, perform in three-part harmony. At each level students are expected to be able to follow a music score.

COMPUTER LITERACY

Grade 6 - Microsoft Office

Students will learn to use some of the more advanced features of Word, create multimedia presentations in PowerPoint and create charts and graphs in Excel.  During the semester they will also use peripheral devices like scanners and digital cameras.

Grade 7 - Computer Analysis

Students will use computer software to strengthen mathematical skills.  Using Excel spreadsheets, programs such as Green Globs and various websites, they will reinforce concepts learned in their math classes with an emphasis on logic and reasoning.

Grade 8 - Web Design

Students will learn how to program in HTML, the language of the Internet and then move on to use a web design software package called Dreamweaver.  Students will design websites and use peripheral devices like scanners and digital cameras.  A portion of the course also teaches how to discern credible websites from those that are biased.

ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS and READING

English 6

The sixth grade language arts program consists of two related courses, Literature Workshop and Communication Arts. Literature workshop is an integrated literature-based program that involves the students in reading, writing, listening and speaking in response to fiction, poetry, and drama. Communication Arts focuses on reading, writing, listening and speaking in response to a wide variety of non-fiction texts. In both courses, the children read numerous literary and non-fiction texts that cover a range of topics and literary genres. Connections are made to science and social studies through an interdisciplinary approach to the curriculum. Writing is a strong component of the program. The conventions of writing, including grammar, language usage, punctuation, and spelling are an integral part of the curriculum. Students in these courses will take the new Grade 6 State English Language Arts Assessment in January.

English 7

The English instructional program in grade 7 reviews and reinforces the basic studies in English begun in the elementary grades. Attention is given to approaches that integrate the language arts activities of listening, reading, writing, and speaking. Literature includes an introduction to the short story, as well as the study of such full-length works as novels on historical themes (in coordination with the grade 7 social studies curriculum). Composition focuses on such units as the topic sentence, the well-written paragraph, creative writing, introduction to essays about literature, and the business letter. Grammar includes the parts of speech, phrases, types of sentences and sentence structure, and basic rules of capitalization, punctuation, and spelling. Students become familiar with basic book finding skills in the library. The thrust of English 7 is to help students become independent learners through the acquisition of such study skills as following directions, becoming an active listener, and developing appropriate speaking styles. Students in this course will take the new Grade 7 State English Language Arts Assessment in January.

English 8

Attention continues to be given to instruction involving the integration of language arts activities. Considerable time is spent on listening and speaking skills, as well as on such skills as organizing, following directions, comprehending on literal and figurative levels of meaning, analyzing texts of varied genres and evaluating literature. Composition focuses on such units as the fully developed paragraph, the business letter, expository and literary essays, and creative writing. Grammar instruction reviews the basics studied in English 7 and includes such units as subject verb agreement, use of modifiers, and detection and correction of sentence fragments and run-ons. Works of fiction read include such core works as “The Most Dangerous Game,” “The Devil and Daniel Webster,” And Then There Were None. Elements of the short story and the novel as well as an introduction to basic literary devices are studied. Students in this course will take the Grade 8 State English Language Arts Assessment in January.

Junior Great Books 7 and 8

Students take a half-year course of Junior Great Books in both the 7th and 8th grades. Based on the Great Books Foundation curriculum, as well as the method of shared inquiry, students develop their understanding and appreciation of works of fiction, poetry, and non-fiction in a noncompetitive classroom atmosphere.  Attention is given to developing students’ independence in framing and answering questions of interpretation and evaluation as they pertain to the characters and experiences depicted in the works studied. In addition, students develop the listening and speaking skills that are necessary for becoming an effective participant in group discussions. Writing exercises are used to record, shape, and enrich students’ understanding of themes and problems encountered in the reading. This course is graded pass/fail.

Reading Workshop 6, 7, 8

This program is designed to assist students in a variety of ways. Major emphasis is on the development of reading, writing, listening, and study skills needed to complete content area assignments. Students also will be guided to strengthen their general reading, writing, and reasoning skills in order to meet the New York State learning standards.

FAMILY AND CONSUMER SCIENCES

Family and Consumer Science is a course designed to help adolescents live in a society of constant change and to improve their quality of life by preparing them to meet their present and future responsibilities as family members, consumers, home managers, and wage earners.

The coursework for home and career skills includes the following areas of study: career planning, job skills, resource management, time management, nutrition, food preparation, menu planning, parenting, child care and development, healthy living, clothing and textiles, consumer education, human relationships, family development, community-based projects and anything else that touches the home and heart.  The course objectives are to be met by applying the principles and process skills of decision-making, problem solving, and management to all areas of daily living, in a laboratory setting.

GENERAL MUSIC

The purpose of general music at the middle school level is to promote the art of musical study through appreciation of all music. Each grade level will learn about the fundamentals of music with emphasis placed upon melodic and rhythmic analysis and notation. The art of songwriting is explored and students will be granted the opportunity to experiment on a variety of different instruments. Students will also be exposed to many forms of music they may not normally get to hear. Everything from Classical music to Reggae to Broadway show tunes are played for instruction.  The historical aspects of the music we listen to and why some of it was written will also be examined. This will be a way for the students to incorporate their other academic subjects into the general music class. Overall, the class is designed to establish a foundation for any student wishing to learn more about the art of music.

HEALTH

On the sixth grade level, health is scheduled on alternate days throughout the entire school year. In the seventh and eighth grades, students attend health classes every other day for one semester. The middle school health curriculum includes: living a healthy lifestyle (anti tobacco, alcohol, and drugs); physical, mental, and social health; growth and development; nutrition; communicable and non-communicable diseases; safety and first aid; consumer and public health; and protecting the environment. This material supports and compliments the knowledge that our students are learning in their science studies and in family and consumer science. Our health teachers use a wide variety of teaching styles and learning techniques to enhance the opportunity for our students to incorporate their health knowledge into their life experiences.

LANGUAGES OTHER THAN ENGLISH (LOTE)

6th Grade

In the sixth grade, middle school students begin the study of their selected language of French, Italian or Spanish. The classroom teacher will focus on introducing the four foreign language learning skills: listening, speaking, reading, and writing. Students will learn about the culture of the language and use the language to communicate with one another in small groups. LOTE alternates every other day with music during the eighth period.

Grade 7

In the seventh grade, middle school students continue instruction in French, Italian or Spanish focusing on skills basic to foreign language study; listening, speaking, reading, and writing. The intent is for students to be able to communicate in the language with their teacher and fellow classmates. A student’s grade is based on his/her performance in all four components. Vocabulary topics for this grade are personal identification, family life, house and home, education, and community and neighborhood. An in-class final exam is given in June.

Grade 8

In the eighth grade, each student continues with the study of the language begun in the sixth grade, regardless of the grade received at the end of the seventh grade. In the eighth grade, vocabulary topics covered include meal taking and food and drink, shopping, health and welfare, physical environment, earning a living, leisure, public services, and travel. In June, each student sits for the statewide proficiency test in the language of study. LOTE study continues in grade 9 with course 2R.

MATHEMATICS

Accelerated 8th Grade Math

This advanced mathematics course offers an accelerated and enriched program for capable 8th graders. Math 8A is heavily involved in algebraic manipulation, problem solving, coordinate geometry, and transformational geometry. The graphing calculator as well as the scientific calculator will be incorporated into the curriculum and all students are expected to be proficient in their use. Students in Math 8A are expected to take the Math A Regents examination in June of grade 8. This will provide them the opportunity to earn high school Regents credit before entering high school. Students in this course will also take the new Grade 8 State Math Assessment in March.

Math 8

This course is intended to prepare the student for Mathematics A Regents to be taken in June of 9th grade. Topics include problem solving, number sense, the real number system and selected topics from the New York State Mathematics A curriculum. Assessment-type activities which address the New York State Mathematics Learning Standards are incorporated into the curriculum. The scientific calculator will be incorporated into the curriculum and all students are expected to be proficient in its use. Students in this course will take the new Grade 8 State Math Assessment in March.

Accelerated 7th Grade Math
This advanced mathematics course offers an accelerated and enriched program for capable 7th graders. Topics include problem solving, number sense, the real number system and selected topics from the New York State Mathematics A curriculum. Assessment-type activities, including the graphing calculator, which address the New York State Mathematics Learning Standards, are incorporated into the curriculum. These students will be expected to take the New York State Math A Regents in June of 8th grade. This will provide them the opportunity to earn high school Regents credit before entering high school. All students are expected to be proficient in the use of a scientific calculator. Students in this course will also take the Grade 7 State Math Assessment in March.

Math 7

This course emphasizes the study of algebra, geometry, measurement, probability and statistics. Topics include solving two-step algebraic and exponential equations, problem solving, geometric relationships and probability. The scientific calculator will be incorporated into the curriculum and all students are expected to be proficient in its use. Students in this course will take the new Grade 7 Math Assessment in March.

Math 6

This broad range of content will be taught in an integrated fashion which allows students to see how mathematical knowledge is related not only within mathematics but also to other disciplines and the real world as well. Topics include number sense, geometry, algebraic expressions and equations, statistics and probability. An emphasis on problem solving and reading for understanding is integrated into the units of study. Students in this course will take the new Grade 6 State Math Assessment in March.

Title I Math

This course provides alternating day assistance designed to help students strengthen their foundation in basic skills and to gain confidence as they apply these skills to the grade level mathematics curriculum.

ORCHESTRA

Students participating in orchestra will rehearse and perform pieces from the Baroque era through the 20th Century. They will acquire knowledge of conducting techniques to prepare them for future ensemble work. Intonation, dynamics, and tempo will be emphasized.

Grades 6, 7, and 8 meet for one period every other day. Full orchestra rehearses once a week during pre-school hours.

PHYSICAL EDUCATION

The physical education program at JFK Middle School offers a diversity of activities geared to the middle school student. Sports such as soccer, football, volleyball, basketball, track & field, softball, and team handball are some of the sports offered. Other activities, including team cooperative games which engage the boys and girls in physical activity, while challenging their thinking skills and strategy are introduced. A physical fitness room is used during class to introduce the concepts and importance of physical fitness, cardiovascular fitness, and target heart rate. The fitness room offers an assortment of equipment such as: rowing machines, bicycles, Nordick Track machines, treadmill, stair climber, and cross-country trainer. The physical education program strives to develop more than the physical side of each student through participation, but emphasizes the importance of sportsmanship, teamwork, fairness, cooperation, and self-confidence.

SCIENCE

Science 6

Our sixth grade science program is a hands-on curriculum that primarily covers physical science topics but also includes an ecology unit designed to complement the field trip to Caumsett. Through the use of scientific kits and teacher-generated materials, our sixth grade students will explore the chemical and physical properties of matter, chemical changes and reactivity, energy, and the interactions between energy and matter governed by Newton’s Laws.

Science 7
The seventh grade science program is an introduction to biology. The course content covers six basic units through a combination of student-centered lessons and laboratory activities. Topics addressed include the Cell Theory, basic life processes, heredity, evolution, and systems in the human body.

Science 7A

Accelerated seventh grade science students will receive instruction addressing the six basic units described above. In addition, accelerated students will investigate the effects of human decisions and activities on the living and physical environment. Background information covering the basic laws governing ecosystems will serve as a starting point for the discussion of issues like pollution, overpopulation, urban growth, ozone depletion and global warming.

Science 8

Our eighth grade science program explores environmental science. Eighth grade students will study the Earth from several different perspectives. Basic principles of ecology address the interaction of living things on our planet and provide the basis for the investigation of some of the challenges facing living things like pollution and conservation issues. Emphasis will also be placed on the non-living aspects of our environment when the dynamic processes that shape our planet are investigated during units that cover the structure of the Earth, the rock cycle, earthquakes, volcanoes, erosion deposition, and weather. Finally, the Earth will be addressed as a part of the solar system during a series of lessons related to daily, monthly and seasonal changes on Earth, gravity and the principles of relative motion. Students will be fully prepared for the Intermediate Level State Science Assessment as a result of science instruction in grades 5-8.

Science 8A

Accelerated students in the eighth grade will follow the modified Earth Science Regents syllabus. Local component projects and performance based testing are an integral part of this course. The curriculum is an in-depth exploration of the structure of the Earth, the dynamic forces that destroy and recreate its surface, our oceans and atmosphere, our place in the universe and Earth's amazing history.  Students will take the Earth Science Regents exam in June.

Science Research Class

Self-motivated learners in grades 7 and 8 are offered the opportunity to conduct independent research into a science topic of their own choosing. In addition to scholarly research, students will utilize the scientific method to design their own experiment and create a tri-fold display and oral presentation detailing their work. As participants in the JASON Project, students will experience science alongside real researchers who invite students to join them in their labs and in the field as they explore the inner workings of environments on Earth and in space. (For more information regarding the JASON Project, please visit www.jasonproject.org)

SOCIAL STUDIES

6th Grade Social Studies

Sixth grade social studies is an exploration of the social and cultural history of Europe, Africa, Latin America, Asia and the Middle East. There is an emphasis on ancient history of these regions. The impact of geography and religion on the development of these regions is also stressed. Teachers use cooperative learning, in-class computers and library centers in the classroom to engage students in the learning process and to explore the concept of interdependence in the global village.

7th Grade Social Studies

Seventh grade social studies is an exploration of American history from pre-Columbian times through the Civil War. Students explore topics in great depth in order to gain an understanding of why events unfolded the way they did. There is a great emphasis on the Constitution and on social history. Teachers use cooperative learning, computer simulations and student-created multimedia projects to engage students in the inquiry.

8th Grade Social Studies

Eighth grade social studies is an exploration of American history from the Civil War through more recent history. Important topics include Reconstruction, Industrialization, the U.S. as a world power and the expansion of civil liberties for all. Teachers make use of cooperative learning and projects that stress inquiry learning. The course culminates in a state assessment that addresses content from both grade 7 and 8 in early June. The assessment consists of forty-five multiple choice questions, three constructive response questions and a document-based essay.

TECHNOLOGY

Technology 7

The seventh grade curriculum includes modules that contain experiences in Communication Systems, Construction Systems, Transportation Systems and Information Systems.

The students, through a Research and Development (R&D) approach, experience the interrelationship between science, mathematics and technology, while designing and building a Magnetic Levitation vehicle, a Bridge, and a model Rocket.  The students use freehand sketches, scaled and full size hand generated drawings, as well as, CADD (Computer Assisted Design and Drafting) to develop and display their solutions.

Designs are built/constructed from appropriate materials with the use of various hand and machine tools, and simple jigs. The students’ models are tested, and the results recorded. The findings are compared to each other and to the principles of engineering, with the use of mathematical formulas. Students will also utilize the Scan-Tek lab, which provides opportunities for hands-on technology modular units.

Technology 8

In the eighth grade technology program, we explore topics such as construction systems, communication systems, transportation systems and computer technology.

Within these topics, projects such as Hydrodynamics, House Construction, Video Production and the writing of a business report are required. During these projects, the students are asked to work together as well as alone in their quest to become technologically literate. Students will also utilize the Scan-Tek lab, which provides opportunities for hands-on technology modular units.

