
MISSION STATEMENT


“THE JOHN F. KENNEDY MIDDLE SCHOOL IS COMMITTED TO DEVELOPING THE FULLEST POTENTIAL OF OUR STUDENTS AND TO FACILITATING THE TRANSITION FROM CHILD TO YOUNG ADULT, AND FROM DEPENDENT TO INDEPENDENT LEARNER TO AN ENVIRONMENT THAT BUILDS RESPECT FOR SELF AND OTHERS.”

OBJECTIVES OF THE MIDDLE SCHOOL

The middle school program serves as a bridge connecting the self-contained structure of our elementary schools and the departmental structure of our high school.  Team teaching emphasizes the natural relationships among subjects, helping the middle schooler to learn about one subject through another. Teachers are organized into subject-area teams to provide instruction in the core subjects.


Team classrooms are situated close to one another and the team serves a common group of students. Middle school students receive instruction in the following subjects:


Grade 6





Grade 7/Grade 8


Literature Workshop – Reading & Writing
English


Communication Arts – Reading & Writing
Family / Consumer Sciences

Physical Education




Science


Computer Literacy




Physical Education


Social Studies




Health


Math






Computers


Science





Social Studies


Academic Explorations



Languages Other Than English (LOTE)


Health





Math


Art






Art


Languages Other Than English (LOTE)

General Music/Band/Chorus


Music






Technology









Junior Great Books

SERVICES FOR THE STUDENT

Pupil Personnel Services:  The Guidance Office has a number of people available to help each student, including a secretary, guidance counselors, a social worker, and a psychologist. These people all have one purpose in mind, to help our youngsters make the best adjustment to their new environment and to help students to succeed academically, socially and personally. The middle schooler should feel comfortable coming to the guidance office for assistance with problems relating to school, family, peer relationships, etc.


In addition, our guidance counselors provide a variety of services for the middle school students. These include test interpretation, student scheduling, and coordination of information to and from parents and teachers. Our counselors are able to assist each student in assessing and understanding his or her abilities, aptitudes, career interests, and needs. Frequently, students may participate in special interest counseling groups such as "The Changing Family" for students whose parents have recently divorced, which is held either during the school day or after school. The guidance department also features "The Pride of JFK" showcase, which highlights student achievement and awards given for work both in and out of school.


Social work services are also available to help families in need or in crisis gain access to appropriate social service, counseling, and community agencies. Likewise, students in crisis may avail themselves of specific needs groups meeting within the school.


The school psychologist at the middle school is available to assist students, parents and staff to resolve particular educational problems. The school psychologist frequently conducts psychological/educational evaluations, counseling sessions for students, and workshops. The school psychologist may also participate in research and in program development and assessment.


Parents are welcome to avail themselves of the pupil personnel services and information that these professionals have to offer. The guidance office is right next to the main office. The phone number is 644-4220.

METHODS OF TEACHER/TEAM COMMUNICATION TO PARENT

· Assignment Agenda Books/Student handbook*

· Teacher/parent phone conferences

· Notes to parents

· Progress reports

· Teacher/parent conferences

· School newsletter

· Interim reports

· Report cards

METHODS OF TEACHER/TEAM COMMUNICATION FROM PARENT

· Notes to teacher(s)

· Phone calls to school personnel

· In-person conferences

· Participation in school functions

METHODS OF STUDENT COMMUNICATION FROM SCHOOL PERSONNEL
· Assignment Agenda Books/Student handbook*

· Monitored weekly progress reports

· Conferences/talks with school personnel

· Interim reports

· Daily bulletins

· Public address announcements

  * Parents should review with their child and sign during the first week of school.

HELPFUL HINTS FOR PARENTS AND STUDENTS
Attendance

1.  Whenever a student is absent from school, a parent or guardian is asked to call the attendance office at 644-4262, between 8:00 a.m. and 9:00 a.m., to report that the student will not be in school.


2.  An absence note signed by a parent or guardian is required upon return to school.


3.  Early dismissal for a legal "medical" appointment is granted only when such an appointment cannot be scheduled for other than school time. Students must submit a written request, signed by a parent/guardian in order to be released from school. This request should be submitted to the attendance office. No student will be released from school unless a parent/guardian reports to the attendance office, to authorize the child's release.


4.  Tardiness:  If a student is late to school, he/she must sign in at the nurse's office. A note signed by a parent/guardian is required on the following day.

Medication

No medication may be taken during school hours unless a doctor's prescription for medication and the medicine is left with the nurse.

Physical activities

All students must participate in physical activities unless a doctor's note is filed in the nurse's office.

Homework

Students are responsible for all homework assignments. Those students who are absent for one day are to call a friend for that day's assignment. Students absent for an extended time should request homework assignments by calling the school's guidance office – 644-4220.

Extra help classes

3:20 p.m. - 3:50 p.m. - Extra help is offered in a different subject each day of the week. Teachers may request student attendance at these classes or students may voluntarily attend if they need assistance. In some cases, extra help may also be available in the a.m. at the teacher’s discretion.

Late bus


4:00 p.m. – A late bus is provided for students who have bus privileges who attend extra help classes, detention, club meetings, intramurals or library study.  Students who are walkers cannot ride the late bus. Parents must provide their own transportation for students attending team practices or other sporting events.

The Library/Media Center

Students are encouraged to use the library for reference work. The library and media center are open before and after school and during lunch periods.

Lockers

Each student is assigned a hallway locker and a gym locker. Hallway lockers and locks will be given out during the first day of school. Homeroom teachers will make certain that all students will be comfortable with their lockers. Lock combinations should be kept private for maximum security.

Textbooks

Each student is responsible for all textbooks issued by the school. Fines for undue damage or replacement costs for lost books will be assessed at the end of the school year.

Grading system and report cards

Report cards are issued to students four times per year. The report card will include three types of grades:



Scholastic 
-  a letter grade A - F or Pass/Fail



Attitude   
-  above Average to Unsatisfactory



Comments
-  reflects academic and/or behavior comments


We are proud of students who do well in their studies, and those middle schoolers who do so will be recognized through an Honor Roll and a Principal's Honor Roll.  During the school year the names of those students who achieve these honors will be posted and a certificate will be issued to each individual on the lists.

Parent conferences

JFK Middle School is your school. The staff welcomes your interest and involvement in the educational process of your child. At any time during the school year, parents may request an appointment with a teacher or guidance counselor by calling the guidance secretary at 644-4221. She will handle all the details for making arrangements for an appointment. If you wish to make an appointment with the administration of the school, you may call 644-4200. The secretary will make arrangements for an appointment.

Orientation for incoming students

We at the JFK Middle School want to make your child's transition into this building as smooth and "hassle" free as possible. During late May, fifth graders will visit JFK and take a tour. In late August, students and parents will be invited into the building by team assignment for an extensive orientation session. A mailing will go to your home in July to announce the specifics.


Our administration, faculty and staff will be happy to answer questions and offer assistance. Please call us when you have questions at 644-4200.

A GIANT STEP FOR CHILDREN -MOVING TO THE MIDDLE SCHOOL

From AWSA


For most 11 or 12 year old youngsters, their first days at middle school are every bit as memorable (and scary) as those days - half a lifetime ago - when they walked into kindergarten.


"It's altogether as momentous an event," according to Samuel G. Sava, executive director of the NAESP, who thinks parents may overlook the seriousness of this transition from elementary school.


"I believe the middle school years - from age 11 through 14 - really can be make-or-break years for a child's academic and personal success later on." Sava said.


Acknowledging the confusion adolescence brings to youngsters and parents, he offers the following advice for parents to help children maneuver that giant step away from the security of the elementary into the uncertainty of middle school.

Get to know the school. Visit the school within the first few weeks. Meet the principal and teachers. Learn school policies. Then, if your child comes home with a problem, you'll know the rules and the person to call.

Be ready to adjust to dramatic changes in your child. Adolescent children seek independence, which often means challenging parental and school authority. Being acquainted with the school staff may help parents weather some future storms.

Be prepared for a lot less information. The elementary school child, who told you about school, is almost gone. Along with a child's move toward independence is a natural inclination NOT to share information about school -- good or bad.

Keep monitoring schoolwork and grades. Be subtle, not TOO inquisitive. Keep an eye out for stumbling blocks particularly in subjects new to your child like computer lab, algebra, biology, home economics, typing, and industrial arts.

Watch for extreme swings in grades - up or down. If a child's grade record remains similar to that of elementary school, OK. But if grades are abnormally low OR high, it's time to check with the teachers. Extremely high grades may indicate incorrect placement. Give children about six weeks to adjust, though, before becoming too concerned.

Encourage extra-curricular activities, but watch for overload. Participating in sports and clubs is almost indispensable to the adolescent's self-esteem, but academic performance must dictate the number of activities a child can handle.

Relax. Let the kids win some skirmishes. Save your ammunition for the key battles.  Don't go to war over appropriate dress, for instance. Check for the school's decency standards, and let your child be independent within those guidelines.

Meet your child's new friends and their parents.  Welcome your child's widening circle of friends PERSONALLY - no matter HOW difficult. BEFORE a youngster visits a new friend, call, introduce yourself to the family, and confirm the plans.  Prying? Maybe, but, research shows that children actually do appreciate parents' interest - they just don't say so. In fact, their objections tend to be quite dramatic. Hold your ground.

Attend school functions and sporting events. Don't assume your relationship with school ends with elementary school graduation. Keep up with all of your child's activities, teammates, teachers, and principals. Don't start missing the swim meets, choir performances, or the PTA meetings.


"The major difficulty children have when they reach middle school is the RESPONSIBILITY," says Sava.  "Adjusting to more than one teacher, juggling multiple subjects, changing classrooms all day, budgeting time wisely, making and keeping new friends, staying organized - that's quite an agenda, and youngsters need their parent's help in managing it."

CHARACTERISTICS OF MIDDLE GRADE STUDENTS

Distilled from the writings of Bondi, Fenwick, Lipetz, Mergendoller, Tye

A.  Intellectual Development

Middle Grade Students:

· Display a wide range of individual intellectual development as their minds experience transition from the concrete-manipulatory stage to the capacity for abstract thought.  This transition ultimately makes possible:

· Propositional thought

· Consideration of ideas contrary to fact

· Reasoning with hypotheses involving two or more variables

· Appreciation for the elegance of mathematical logic expressed in symbols

· Insight into the nuances of poetic metaphor and musical notation

· Analysis of the power of a political ideology

· Ability to project thought into the future, to anticipate, and to formulate goals

· Insight into the sources of previously unquestioned attitudes, behaviors, and values

· Interpretation of larger concepts and generalizations of traditional wisdom expressed through sayings, axioms, and aphorisms

· Are intensely curious;

· Prefer active over passive learning experiences; favor interaction with peers during learning activities;

· Exhibit a strong willingness to learn things they consider to be useful; enjoy using skills to solve real life problems;

· Are egocentric; argue to convince others; exhibit independent, critical thought;

· Consider academic goals as a secondary level of priority; personal-social concerns dominate thoughts and activities;

· Experience the phenomenon of metacognition - the ability to know what one knows and does not know;

· Are intellectually at-risk; face decisions that have the potential to affect major academic values with lifelong consequences.

B.  Physical Development

Middle Grade Students:

· Experience accelerated physical development marked by increases in weight, height, heart size, lung capacity, and muscular strength;

· Mature at varying rates of speed.  Girls tend to be taller than boys for the first two years of early adolescence and are ordinarily more physically developed than boys;

· Experience bone growth faster than muscle development; uneven muscle/bone development results in lack of coordination and awkwardness; bones may lack protection of covering muscles and supporting tendons;

· Reflect a wide range of individual differences, which begin to appear in pre-pubertal and pubertal stages of development.  Boys tend to lag behind girls.  There are marked individual differences in physical development for boys and girls.  The greatest variability in physiological development occurs at about age thirteen;

· Experience biological development five years sooner than adolescents of the last century; the average age of menarche has dropped from seventeen to twelve years of age;

· Face responsibility for sexual behavior before full emotional and social maturity has occurred;

· Show changes in body contour including temporarily large noses, protruding ears, long arms, have posture problems;

· Are often disturbed by body changes:

· Girls are anxious about physical changes that accompany sexual maturation;

· Boys are anxious about receding chins, cowlicks, dimples, and changes in their voices;

· Experiences fluctuations in basal metabolism which can cause extreme restlessness at times and equally extreme listlessness at other moments;

· Have ravenous appetites and peculiar tastes; may overtax digestive system with large quantities of improper foods;

· Lack physical health; have poor levels of endurance, strength, and flexibility; as a group are fatter and unhealthier;

· Are physically at-risk; major causes of death are homicide, suicide, accident, and leukemia.

C.  Psychological Development

Middle Grade Students:

· Are often erratic and inconsistent in their behavior; anxiety and fear are contrasted with periods of bravado; feelings shift between superiority and inferiority;

· Have chemical and hormonal imbalances which often trigger emotions that are frightening and poorly understood; may regress to more childish behavior patterns at this point;

· Are easily offended and are sensitive to criticism of personal shortcomings;

· Tend to exaggerate simple occurrences and believe that personal problems, experiences, and feelings are unique to themselves;

· Are moody, restless; often feel self-conscious and alienated; lack self-esteem; are introspective;

· Are searching for adult identity and acceptance even in the midst of intense peer group relationships;

· Are vulnerable to naive opinions, one-sided arguments;

· Are searching to form a conscious sense of individual uniqueness  -- "Who am I?";

· Have emerging sense of humor based on increased intellectual ability to see abstract relationships; appreciate the "double entendre";

· Are basically optimistic, hopeful;

· Are psychologically at risk; at no other point in human development is an individual likely to encounter so much diversity in relation to oneself and others;

D.  Social Development

Middle Grade Students:

· Experience often traumatic conflicts due to conflicting loyalties to peer groups and family;

· Refer to peers as sources for standards and models of behavior; media heroes and heroines are also singularly important in shaping both behavior and fashion;

· May be rebellious towards parents but still strongly dependent on parental values; want to make own choices, but the authority of the family is a critical factor in ultimate decisions;

· Are impacted by high level of mobility in society; may become anxious and disoriented when peer group ties are broken because of family relocation to other communities;

· Are often confused and frightened by new school settings which are large and impersonal;

· Act out unusual or drastic behavior at times; may be aggressive, daring, boisterous, argumentative;

· Are fiercely loyal to peer group values; sometimes cruel or insensitive to those outside the peer group;

· Want to know and feel that significant adults, including parents and teachers, love and accept them; need frequent affirmation;

· Sense negative impact of adolescent behaviors on parents and teachers; realize thin edges between tolerance and rejection; feelings of adult rejection drive the adolescent into the relatively secure social environment of the peer group;

· Strive to define sex role characteristics; search to establish positive social relationships with members of the same and opposite sex;

· Experience low risk-trust relationships with adults who show lack of sensitivity to adolescent characteristics and needs;

· Challenge authority figures; test limits of acceptable behavior;

· Are socially at-risk; adult values are largely shaped conceptually during adolescence; negative interactions with peers, parents, and teachers may compromise ideals and commitments.

E.  Moral and Ethical Development

Middle Grade Students:

· Are essentially idealistic; have a strong sense of fairness in human relationships;

· Experience thoughts and feelings of awe and wonder related to their expanding intellectual and emotional awareness;

· Ask large, unanswerable questions about the meaning of life; do not expect absolute answers but are turned off by trivial adult responses;

· Are reflective, analytical, and introspective about their thoughts and feelings;

· Confront hard moral and ethical questions for which they are unprepared to cope;

· Are at-risk in the development of moral and ethical choices and behaviors; primary dependency on the influences of home and church for moral and ethical development seriously compromises adolescents for whom these resources are absent; adolescents want to explore the moral and ethical issues which are confronted in the curriculum, in the media, and in the daily interactions they experience in their families and peer groups.

EXTRA-CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES

There are a wide variety of activities for your child to become involved with at our JFK Middle School.  Here are just a few of the many activities your child may join:  Art Club, Earthbound, Student Council, Junior Honor Society, Computer Club, Math Olympiad, Science Tech/Research, Mathletes/MathCounts, Technology Club, Newspaper Club, Drama Club, Band, Orchestra, JFK Singers, Audio-Visual Squad, Yearbook Club and Intramurals. Other activity groups may be formed depending on the interest and need expressed by students and staff members. All students in grades six, seven and eight can be members of any of these organizations (except Jr. Honor Society).


In addition, there are many athletic groups available for seventh and eighth grade students:


Girls  --
cross-country, soccer, volleyball, softball, track, swimming, 




basketball, badminton, lacrosse


Boys  --
cross-country, soccer, football, basketball, swimming, wrestling, 



track, lacrosse, baseball, volleyball


These are some examples of events we have held at the middle school that you will be interested in:

Halloween Party - sponsored by our Student Council and held in the evening from 7-9PM.  Refreshments are served and students are expected to wear costumes to gain admission.  Prizes are given out to the best costumes in different categories.

Valentine’s Party - sponsored by the Junior Honor Society and the JFK PTA, and held as a fundraiser for a student scholarship fund. Recently, the dance has been held close to Valentine’s Day between 3:30 p.m. and 5:30 p.m. A DJ and refreshments are available, as well as booths with other activities.

Junior Honor Society Induction - Held in March or April for all students eligible according to specific academic, service and character criteria. This is held in the evening with a reception sponsored by PTA following the ceremony. The Junior Honor Society also holds an overnight trip each year to a place holding significant historical interest.

Field Trips - Each year, our students are involved in a variety of field trips, depending upon student and teacher interest. Recent trips included the Metropolitan Museum, Heckscher Museum, United Nations, Ellis Island, Vanderbilt Planetarium, Quebec and Montreal, music competitions, etc. All seventh graders have attended an all day Project Adventure outdoor team building experience.

Please note that these events are always subject to change, and this list does not include many other activities occurring at the middle school.
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