MUSIC

The Music Department is dedicated to the principle that “Music Makes The Difference” in a well

rounded education. Students are encouraged to explore the esthetic value of music in our cultural heritage

so that they might be more enlightened and productive citizens. Students are encouraged to continue

study in their major instrument or in voice training by becoming involved in one or more performing

groups. All courses encourage active participation and hands on experiences. Students selecting any

performing groups are advised that performance at scheduled high school concerts is mandatory.

BAND 1 credit Grades 9, 10, 11, 12

This course includes learning the techniques of modern marching and concert bands. Growth is experienced on a personal level as each student improves on his/her instrument and on a group level as all members learn the skills and fundamentals of working together. Required activities include, but are not limited to football games, parades, and concert programs. This course includes one additional group music lesson per week during school.

ORCHESTRA 1 credit (every day) Grades 9, 10, 11, 12

This course includes learning the techniques of performance in the symphony orchestra, with opportunities of performing in various string ensembles. Growth is experienced on a personal level as each student improves on his/her instrument and on a group level as all members learn the skills and fundamentals of working together. Literature will be chosen from classical and popular compositions. Includes performance at the Spring & Winter concerts.  This course includes one additional group music lesson per week during school.

CHORUS ½ credit Grades 9, 10, 11, 12

The techniques of diction, articulation, enunciation and breath control necessary for fine vocal performance are taught. Classical, folk and standard popular songs are studied and presented in concert. Requirements include performances at the Winter & Spring Concerts.  *Approval by current vocal teacher required.

CHORALE ½ credit Grades 10, 11, 12

This course was created to give the more advanced choral student an opportunity to further pursue the art of choral music on a level above that of the regular chorus. Techniques for proper singing will be taught in the context of more advanced choral music. The Chorale will perform at the winter and spring concerts.  *Approval by vocal teacher required.

MUSICAL THEATRE WORKSHOP ½ credit Grades 9, 10, 11, 12

This course is designed to give the student an overall view of musical theatre and the components which lead to a successful production. Students will be instructed in all areas of theatre, including its history and performance techniques. Acting, singing, dancing and technical work will be carefully examined and studied. Since this is a workshop the final evaluation for this class will be designed by the students involved. Every student will work at his or her own pace.  For students taking Musical Theatre for the first time, Chorus must be taken as either a pre-requisite or a corequisite.

ADVANCED MUSICAL THEATRE ½ credit Grades 11, 12

This course is designed for the serious musical theater student. The purpose of this course is to explore and execute highly developed performance techniques. Singing for the stage, choreography for the stage, improvisation, method acting and Stanislavsky/Strasberg  will all be examined in detail. The grade for the course will be determined through successful implementation of the techniques learned.  PREREQUISITE: One full credit of musical theater and approval of instructor.

THEORY I ½ credit Grades 10, 11, 12

Knowledge of the theoretical basis of good music is emphasized. Understanding of music symbols, key signature, meter signatures, time values of notes and rests, major, minor and chromatic scales, intervals and general definitions are also studied. Creativity is encouraged and elements of composition are included. This course will be taught in the Music Computer Lab using the latest technology.

THEORY II ½ credit Grades 10, 11, 12

This course calls for advanced ear training, dictation and sight reading; learning fundamentals of harmony; gaining experience in writing melodies in 4 part arrangements for vocal and instrumental groups. Students write original compositions in both classic and popular idioms. This course will be taught in the Music Computer Lab using the latest technology.  PREREQUISITE: Theory I

COMPUTER MUSIC I ½ credit Grades 10, 11, 12

Students will explore the uses of the computer in the creation of music. Using a hands-on approach students will learn music composition, notation, and recording through the use of Finale, Home Studio XL, and Band in the Box computer music programs.

COMPUTER MUSIC II ½ credit Grades 10, 11, 12

This course is designed to expand upon the knowledge and skills learned in Computer Music I. Students will learn advanced music notation and sequencing techniques including recording digital audio, advanced sound mixing, and multi-media applications. An emphasis will be placed on using the computer music programs as tools to realize the student’s creative potential. (*Completion of Computer Music I is required for admittance into this course.)

JAZZ ENSEMBLE ½ credit Grades 9, 10, 11, 12

This group is designed for the experienced instrumentalist. Knowledge of the styles and performing practices of jazz are emphasized. The Jazz Ensemble performs throughout the year at school concerts and outside music festivals.  Rehearsals are held on Tuesday evenings from 7:00 to 9:00. Members are selected by audition and must be currently enrolled in the band.

SELECT CHORUS ¼ credit Grades 9, 10, 11, 12

This group performs a wide variety of musical styles of choral music in 2, 3, and 4 part harmony. Particular attention is paid to learning good vocal technique. Students often have the opportunity to perform outside the school and at an annual music festival, in addition to the winter and spring concerts. Girls’ Select Chorus will meet on Monday afternoons from 2:40 pm to 3:30 pm. Boys’ Select Chorus will meet on Wednesday from 2:40 pm to 3:30 pm. *Approval bythe vocal teacher is required.

